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CONCORA Announces Appointment of Christopher Shepard as Artistic Director 
Dr. Shepard to be the Ensemble’s Second Artistic Director, Succeeding Founder Richard Coffey 
 
HARTFORD AND NEW BRITAIN, CONN. (February 4, 2015) —CONCORA (Connecticut Choral 
Artists) is delighted to announce the appointment of Christopher Shepard as its second Artistic 
Director, succeeding Artistic Director Emeritus Richard Coffey, who founded the ensemble as 
the region's first all-professional choir in 1974. The ensemble has been led by guest conductors 
during the 2014-2015 season, as a national search was conducted to identify Maestro Coffey’s 
successor. Dr. Shepard will assume leadership of the ensemble starting with the soon-to-be 
announced 2015-2016 season. 
 
Dr. Shepard’s appointment is the culmination of a two-year national search that began when 
Maestro Coffey announced in 2013 that he would step down as CONCORA’s Artistic Director at 
the conclusion of the 2013-2014 season (his, and CONCORA’s, fortieth). The Board of Directors 
named as Co-Chairs of the Search Committee Arthur Masi, a violist with the Hartford Symphony 
Orchestra and CONCORA’s Board Treasurer and Board President-Elect; and Lisa Nappi, a 
CONCORA singer and CONCORA’s Vice President of Development. The ten-member Search 
Committee includes CONCORA singers, choral directors and teachers, and representatives of 
the ensemble’s performing partners and the arts community. From some 55 qualified 
applicants, the Search Committee selected three finalists who led CONCORA in concerts in late 
2014. The Committee’s recommendation that Dr. Shepard be appointed was unanimously 
endorsed by CONCORA’s Board of Directors. 
 
“Given the many qualified applicants, and especially the three extraordinarily talented final 
candidates, this decision was exceedingly difficult,” said Search Committee Co-Chair Arthur 
Masi. “Over the course of the two-year search process, however, it became clear that in 
addition to his superb artistry and technical skills, Dr. Shepard has a broad, bold, expressive 
vision for CONCORA that will prove thrilling and engaging for our audiences, professional 
singers, and supporters. We were also impressed by Dr. Shepard’s proven ability to work with 



and inspire young and avocational singers, qualities essential for effective leadership of 
CONCORA’s popular Summer Choral Festival and other educational outreach programs. The 
Search Committee has high confidence in Dr. Shepard’s qualifications, merit, and suitability.” 
 
In recent years, Christopher Shepard has been closely associated with the choral music of 
Johann Sebastian Bach. He founded the Sydneian Bach Choir and Orchestra in Sydney, 
Australia, where he was music director of BACH 2010, a project to perform all of Bach’s choral 
works. Under his direction, the ensemble performed over seventy-five cantatas, as well as the 
two Passions, the B Minor Mass, and the Christmas Oratorio. A Sydney reviewer wrote of the 
cantata series that “these well-attended events, using a fine choir and perceptive soloists, are 
high points in our musical terrain.” Dr. Shepard returned to Sydney in 2013 to conduct in the 
final concert of the completed cantata series. Since returning to America in 2008, Dr. Shepard 
has served as music director of two of America’s most distinguished choirs: the Dessoff Choirs 
in New York City and the Worcester Chorus in Worcester, Massachusetts.  
 
“Words cannot express my delight at being appointed Artistic Director of CONCORA,” said Dr. 
Shepard. “I have known the choir since my undergraduate days at the Hartt School, and I am 
thrilled to be returning to Hartford after twenty-five years to be a part of the city's rich, vibrant 
arts community. It is such an honor to succeed Richard Coffey as CONCORA's second Artistic 
Director. What he created with the region's first professional choir was nothing short of 
remarkable, and I am humbled by this opportunity to quite literally take up the baton after his 
forty years at the helm of this wonderful ensemble.” 
 
“Throughout the search process, and in ongoing conversations and music-making with Chris, it 
has been evident that he is making a heartfelt personal commitment to CONCORA,” said Search 
Committee Co-Chair Lisa Nappi. “This appointment clearly means a great deal to him — 
something of a dream come true — and his commitment and sense of ‘homecoming’ will play a 
key part in what we believe will be a successful tenure.” 
 
“The selection of Chris Shepard as CONCORA's new Artistic Director launches a new and 
exhilarating future for this professional chorus, for which I had the privilege and pleasure of 
serving in a leadership role in its first forty years,” said CONCORA’s founder and Artistic Director 
Emeritus, Richard Coffey. “Chris can take the next forty! He is a man of wisdom, taste, 
judgment, talent, and courtesy, and is the quintessential artist by any measure. The region will 
benefit mightily from Chris's presence. He will be a new source of inspiration for all who 
perform for him and for all who hear the music he will present.” 
 
“As CONCORA begins its fifth decade, I am delighted that Chris Shepard has been selected to 
lead the ensemble into the future,” said Robert Bausmith, President of CONCORA’s Board of 
Directors. “When Richard Coffey founded CONCORA in 1974, he envisioned an ensemble that 
would endure long past his tenure, one that would continue to excel in the presentation of the 
most challenging and rewarding choral repertoire, serving as a model for other choirs in the 
region, and providing inspiration to young and aspiring musicians. While Chris will undoubtedly 
take CONCORA in some new directions, and will bring a new style to the podium, we know that 



he is committed to sustaining CONCORA’s mission to ‘perpetuate and perform with excellence 
choral music of the highest quality for the broadest possible audience.’ The Board looks 
forward to supporting him as he assumes leadership of this wonderful ensemble, and we are 
excited about what lies ahead for CONCORA and its listeners.” 
 
“From the first notes that the choir sang for me during the audition process, I knew instantly 
how very much I wanted to be able to work with these singers permanently,” Dr. Shepard 
added. “I cannot believe my great good fortune in having been appointed as CONCORA’s 
second Artistic Director. I am eager to get started planning next season’s concerts, working 
again with these fine singers, and connecting with CONCORA’s community.” 
 
Dr. Shepard will greet CONCORA friends and supporters on Saturday, February 28 at The Rite of 
Swing, CONCORA’s annual gala fundraiser to be held at The Riverview in Simsbury, CT. Ticket 
information is at www.concora.org. 
 
A committed music educator, Dr. Shepard was guest choral director at the College of the Holy 
Cross from 2011 to 2013. From 1996 to 2008, he served as Director of Music at Sydney 
Grammar School, one of Australia’s most prominent high schools, and before moving to 
Sydney, he led the choral program at the Taft School in Watertown, Connecticut. Since 2004, 
Dr. Shepard has been Music Director of the Hotchkiss Summer Portals Chamber Music Program, 
an intensive chamber music program for advanced young players and singers from around the 
world. He has appeared with Alice Parker as a judge for Together in Song, a choral festival 
broadcast live on western Massachusetts public television. 
 
With SBS-TV, an Australian national public television network, Dr. Shepard presented two 
documentaries: Bernstein’s Chichester Psalms and From Mozart to Morrison with eminent 
Australian jazz musician James Morrison. The Melbourne Age recommended the Mozart 
documentary as a “novel, thoughtfully produced hour.” In 2000, Dr. Shepard was chorusmaster 
with the Sydney Philharmonia Choirs for their performance in the Olympics Opening Ceremony. 
Throughout his years in Sydney, Dr. Shepard has worked with a wide range of school and 
community choirs as conductor and clinician. 
 
Dr. Shepard holds a Ph.D. in Musicology from the University of Sydney, where his dissertation 
focused on the performance history of Bach’s B Minor Mass in 20th-century America. He also 
holds degrees from the Hartt School and the Yale School of Music, where he studied choral 
conducting with Marguerite Brooks. In 2012, Dr. Shepard was awarded the Julius Herford prize 
for outstanding dissertation in choral music by the American Choral Directors Association. 
 
About CONCORA (Connecticut Choral Artists): Acclaimed as Connecticut’s premier professional 
choir, CONCORA (Connecticut Choral Artists) presents masterful performances of the world’s 
finest choral music. “CONCORA, acknowledging that music transforms and enriches people's 
lives, perpetuates and performs with excellence choral music of the highest quality for the 
broadest possible audience.” This mission represents a commitment to the Connecticut 
community and to artistic excellence, masterful performances, and educational enrichment. 



 
Since its founding in 1974 by Artistic Director Richard Coffey, CONCORA has held a unique place 
in the arts community as Connecticut’s premier professional choir, and has built an 
extraordinary reputation for artistic excellence throughout New England. CONCORA is the 
recipient of the Governor’s Arts Award, in recognition of remarkable artistic achievement and 
contributions to the arts in Connecticut. 
 
The ensemble’s versatility is demonstrated in its wide range of repertoire, from the great choral 
masterpieces to newly-commissioned compositions, including arrangements of folk music, 
spirituals and popular music. The roster of singers yields performing groups appropriate to the 
repertoire, ranging in size from four to forty or more voices. Choral music has the power to 
cross cultural boundaries and to move hearts, and CONCORA’s mission to reach a broad and 
diverse audience extends not only to the choral aficionado, but also to those who may be 
touched by the beauty of the choral art for the first time. 
 
CONCORA’s educational outreach program includes several highly successful programs. For 
children, the CONCORA-to-Go quartet presents an interactive, multicultural program, “Around 
the World in Music,” performed in area elementary schools and public libraries. CONCORA’s 
Summer Festival offers adult singers from the community and select high school and college 
singers an opportunity to join with CONCORA in rehearsing and performing great choral works. 
CONCORA extends special invitations to other choruses, especially children’s, high school and 
college ensembles, as a regular part of its concert programming. 
 
The ensemble has appeared often with the Hartford Symphony Orchestra and enjoys an 
ongoing collaboration, annually performing the works of J.S. Bach. CONCORA has also 
performed on many occasions with Orchestra New England, and with them recorded The Six 
Motets of J.S. Bach in 2000. CONCORA served as the resident chorus of the esteemed Bard 
Festival with the American Symphony Orchestra, Leon Botstein, Director. The chorus has 
performed in concert with Chanticleer, the Gregg Smith Singers, John Rutter’s Cambridge 
Singers, and Bobby McFerrin. CONCORA provides professional vocal section leaders to the 
Hartford Chorale, and the two choirs have often joined to perform with the Hartford Symphony 
Orchestra. 
 
CONCORA made its New York debut in 1987 at Alice Tully Hall of Lincoln Center, when the 
ensemble presented Villa-Lobos' Magdalena in concert with Orchestra New England and noted 
vocalists. In 1998, at Trinity Church, Wall Street in 1998, CONCORA presented A 75th Birthday 
Tribute to Ned Rorem, who called CONCORA “the finest chorus in America.” CONCORA’s 
recording of Rorem’s choral works, Sing My Soul, received national acclaim in the Choral 
Journal. CONCORA has performed widely in New England, including invitational appearances at 
the American Masterpieces Choral Festival sponsored by the National Endowment for the Arts, 
and at national and regional conventions of the American Guild of Organists. In addition, there 
have been frequent appearances at the Wadsworth Athenaeum, the New Britain Museum of 
American Art, First Night Hartford, and Aetna First Thursdays sponsored by the Greater 



Hartford Arts Council. In July 2013, CONCORA was featured as the invited professional choir at 
the Regional Conference of the American Guild of Organists in Hartford, Connecticut. 
 
CONCORA has produced ten recordings: Made in USA, A Sacred Sampler, Christmas with 
CONCORA, Christmas in Our Time, A Retro Christmas with CONCORA, Sing, My Soul, featuring 
the choral works of Ned Rorem, The Six Motets of J.S. Bach, The Men of CONCORA, Songs and 
Stories of Liberation, and In Delightful Company.  
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For more information, or to schedule an interview with Christopher Shepard, Lisa Nappi, Arthur 
Masi, or Robert Bausmith, please contact: 
 
Ann Drinan adrinan@concora.org 860-293-0567 
 
CONCORA 
Administrative Offices 
CityArts on Pearl 
233 Pearl Street 
Hartford, CT 06103 
 
Artistic Offices 
90 Main Street 
New Britain, CT 06051 
 
www.concora.org 
info@concora.org 
860-293-0567 
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CONCORA in concert 


